
 

Bring your family, friends and neighbors and visit one of 
our services.  We offer Childrenôs Church during the Praise 
and Worship service and we also have great nursery facili-
ties.  We would love to have your family be a part of our 

church family. 
(317) 881-6888 

Email:  smithvalleybaptist@sbcglobal.net 
Our web address is:  www.smithvalleybaptist.org 
Become familiar with the website and as you do, please 
invite others to find out whatôs happening at Smith Val-

ley Baptist Church! 
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 pbôs POST 

ñThe Christian who walks with the Lord and keeps constant communion with Him will see 
many reason for rejoicing and thanksgiving all day long.ò  Warren W. Wiersbe 
 

As I take this opportunity to begin thinking about the New Year already, this quote keeps coming to my mind.  
It is interesting the theme of ólive forô, óabide inô, ówalk withô Jesus keeps coming up in lessons and conversa-
tions.  That isnôt a bad message, at all, for each us to ponder as we begin a new year.  Instead of being con-
sumed with ñresolutionsò, as many of you have already said youôve dismissed é I want to suggest we think 
about what it means to live our life 24/7 with Jesus at the helm of our thoughts and decisions. 
 
A verse that speaks directly to this topic of abiding is John 15:5, ñI am the vine; you are the branches.  If a 
man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.ò  This 
verse is simple, yet it speaks boldly about the importance of living for Him (Jesus our Christ)!  The word re-
main is synonymous with abide, as it is our Lordôs intention that every believe will CHOOSE to forfeit 
this worldôs desires and remain/abide fully in the love and hope of our Savior Jesus Christ.  According to 
Warren Wiersbe, this verse gives us directives of é who, what, and why to abide in Jesus. 
 
WHO: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord.  Every person who believes Jesus is the 
Messiah. 
 
WHAT: (What am I?)  You and I are the branches. We are óliving branchesô connected to the óliving 
vineô (Jesus).  The branches have a specific roll in the producing department.  FOR EXAMPLE, there has been 
more than once in my life when cutting the grass, I have meant to duck under a tree branch intending to not 
touch it.  The next week I go out to cut the grass, I notice a piece of the branch hanging down that I broke in 
my attempt to miss.  The branch is still hanging from the tree, but the leaves have died where I broke it.  The 
piece I broke was still slightly attached to and part of the tree; however, because it had lost full contact the 
broken limb had died.  This comparison is so real to us as believers, as well.  We try so desperately to live in 
the Christ, but satisfy our desires of the world.  Did you notice I used the words, ñWe TRY.ò  We think we are 
fooling everyone (most often ourselves), but we are merely walking around as a broken part of the Body of 
Christ.  We must stay FULLY connected to Jesus Christ, our Vine, in order to be AN AFFECTIVE CHRIS-
TIAN. 
 
WHY:  As verse 5 indicates, the ówhyô here is every branch that remains/abides will ñbear much fruit.ò  
The evidence is in the FRUIT.  The evidence in you and I is in the FRUIT!  John 15 actually gives us an im-
portant scale to this fruit thing! ;)  The levels to fruit bearing is NO fruit to LITTLE fruit to MORE fruit to 
MUCH fruit.  Others are able to see the level/evidence of the amount of fruit in us.  The more 
we remain in Jesus the more fruit is evident in our lives.  So you might be asking what is this fruit I speak of é 
Galatians 5:22-23 tells us that, ñLOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFUL-
NESS, GENTLENESS, and SELF CONTROLò are THE Fruit of the Spirit.  These qualities and characteristics 
are what others should be seeing in us. 
 
So, why is this so important?  As we enter 2018, it is my hope and prayer each of us will remain in Him 
(Jesus) to the point we are guilty of having MUCH FRUIT.  The only way this can happen is by REMAINING 
in the ONE who gives life and that is our LORD and SAVIOR Jesus Christ.  This is only accomplished by 
spending time in Godôs Word, with other believers, and through service to our Lord.   
 
May our Lord BLESS you this coming year as we BEAR MUCH FRUIT!!!   
 
 
In Christ Love & Service, 

Pastor Bob 
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ñIn any relationship, there will be frightening spells in which your feelings of love dry 
up.  When that happens, you much remember that the essence of marriage is that it is 
a covenant, a commitment, a promise of future love.  So what do you do?  You do the 
acts of love, despite your lack of feeling.  You may not feel tender, sympathetic, and 
eager to please, but in your actions you must BE understanding, forgiving and helpful.ò   
Timothy Keller / The Meaning of Marriage 
 
Can I be honest with you?  Marriage is the single HARDEST thing I have ever done ééand Iôve 
done my share of hard things!!  Pastor Tim Keller is spot on!  Even when all the feels are absent, 
we have to flesh out the vow we made to love, honor, and cherish.  What does that mean in my 
marriage?  It means when Keith Ferguson is driving me crazy, Iôm called to be understanding, 
because thatôs what I promised on our wedding day.  AND, when Iôm irrationally emotional about 
something, Keith is called to be forgiving, because thatôs what he committed to on our wedding 
day.  Donôt misunderstand, that doesnôt give Keith permission to drive me crazy or me permis-
sion to be irrationally emotional.  It just means when those moments arise, thereôs enough grace 
in our relationship, to bring us back to center, back to Jesus.  The Fergusons have in no way 
shape or form mastered this marriage thing.  We are most certainly a work in progress, but Iôm 
thankful for the progress.  Iôve heard people say marriage is 50/50, thatôs not true AT ALL.  Mar-
riage is sometimes 80/20, sometimes 40/60, and sometimes itôs 95/5.  Itôs loving your spouse 
when your spouse is unlovable.  Itôs remembering that job one in your marriage is to represent 
Jesus to your spouse so that HE is revealed more deeply thru your relationship.  Singles, donôt 
you dare check out, keep readingéééééééééé.     
As convicted as I was when I read Timôs quote about fleshing out my marriage vow, I was even 
more convicted about fleshing out my commitment to Christ.  We all have times in our lives 
when our relationship with God feels dull.  We canôt trust the way we feel, we have to trust the 
truth.  The truth is, we as believers, are the bride of Christ.  The day we accepted Jesusô gift of 
salvation, we entered into a covenantal relationship with Him.  The same principles ring true in 
our faith as in our earthly relationships.  Even if we donôt feel it, we still need to do it.  SO, even 
if we donôt feel like getting out of bed on Sunday, we still need to do it, we made a commitment.  
Even if we donôt feel like serving others, we need to do it, we made a promise.  Even if we donôt 
feel like loving our neighbor, we must do it, we are walking in our covenant.  Love is a verb, not 
an emotion.  In other words, love isnôt a feel, itôs a DO.    
Church we are blessed to be called the Bride of Christ and our lives should reflect that blessing.  
Through all of our earthly relationships, we need to extend the same patience, mercy, and grace 
given to us thru Jesus.  To borrow an advertising slogan, JUST DO IT:  Love Jesus deeply thru 
word and deed and then go love your people!!!            
 

Colossians 3:12-14  
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has 
a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect har-
mony.  
 

In HIS Grip, 
pastor lori 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Lori 
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ñWISDOM FROM GODôS WORDò 
 

ñLoveò  

 
 
1 Corinthians 12:30 

 
And now I will show you 
the most excellent way. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
 

Love is patient, love is 
kind.  It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not 
proud.  It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs.  
Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the 
truth.  It always protects, 
always trusts, always 
hopes, always preserves.  
Love never fails. 

1 Corinthians 13:13 
 

And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and 
love.  BUT the greatest 
of these is love. 

Matthew 22:37-40 
 

Jesus replied, òLove the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all 
your soul and with all 
your mind.  This is the 
first and greatest com-
mandment.  And the sec-
ond is like it: Love your 
neighbor as yourself.  All 
the Law and Prophets 
hang on these two com-

mandments.ó 

 
Read About Love: 

 
1 Corinthians 13 

 
Romans 12 

 
1 John 3 & 4 

Different ways to live in LOVE: 
 

1. Affirmationñ encouraging words, sincere compliments, acceptance, etc. 

2.  Touchñ handshakes, hugs, pat on the back, kiss, etc. 

3. Serviceñ fulfilling the needs of others; acts of service: household chores, 

sharing food and talents, caring for children, caring for the sick or the elderly; 

being a helpful servant.  

4. Giftsñ giving a present, donation, E-mail, note or a card for an occasion. 

5.  Timeñ giving your undivided attention to someone; be a good listener; go on 

a date with someone; togetherness, etc. 

6. Forgivenessñ apologizing for a wrong; overlook the faults in others; uncondi-

tional love that shows no partiality. 

7. Honorñ give a party for a special occasion; treat someone to a special event; 

show respect by speaking to a person; acknowledge a person when he comes 

into your presence; show an interest in the joys and sorrows of others. 
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For all Christians who live in the U.S.A.  

 
 

 Psalm 117:1,2  Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all you peo-
ples.  2 For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord en-
dures forever. 
 
 God is faithful, and He has given us a great promise, but a condition must 
be met by the Christians or Christ believers before this promise can be fulfilled. 
 
 2 Chronicles 7:14  If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.   
 
 As an appeal to all believers in Jesus Christ to put your faith and trust in 
him; in the truth of his teachings; and the redemptive work He accomplished at 
Calvary.  Children of God, please humble yourselves and pray to the Heavenly Fa-
ther in Jesusõ name.  Confess and repent of your sins.  Seek Godõs face with 
praise for Him, so He can forgive us of our wickedness and heal our nation.   
 
 May we as a Christian nation be unified in our love for our Heavenly Father 
and His son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  May we have love and respect for each other.  
May we listen to the Holy Spirit to guide us.   
 
 Jesus Christ shed his blood on a cross so we could be forgiven of our sins, 
He gave us an example of how to live.  He opened a direct personal contact to 
the Father through prayer.  For He gave us hope of eternal life.  He gave us the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us.  He came to give us an abundant life on earth. 
 
 It is up to the Christians life style to bring our nation back to righteousness.  
Please pray, for all the Christians in the USA to live in a way pleasing to God.  May 
we Christians do our part so that God can do His part!   
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CHILDRENõs /Jr. Church   
HELPERS  for February 

 

Sally & Rachel Ward 
 

February 4th 
Nursery Sunday School  Tina Wolfe 
Nursery Worship   Anita & Rachel Ward 
Little Angels   Dyveke Cox 
 

February 11th 
Nursery Sunday School  Sally Ward 
Nursery Worship   Natalie & Blake Newlin  
Little Angels   Emily Staab 
 

February 18th 
Nursery Sunday School  Janet Hartson 
Nursery Worship   Emily Staab 
Little Angels   Natalie Newlin 
 

February 25th 
Nursery Sunday School  Michelle Smogor  
Nursery Worship   Martha Simcox 
Little Angels   Dyveke Cox 

 
CHILDRENõs /Jr. Church   
HELPERS  for January  

 
    Tina Wolfe & Janet Hartson  
 
January 7th 
Nursery Sunday School  Tina Wolfe 
Nursery Worship   Anita & Rachel Ward 
Little Angels    Natalie Newlin 
 

January 14th  
Nursery Sunday School  Sally Ward 
Nursery Worship   Natalie & Blake Newlin 
Little Angels    Dyveke Cox 

 
January 21st 
Nursery Sunday School  Janet Hartson 
Nursery Worship   Emily Staab 
Little Angels   Emily Staab 

 
January 28th  
Nursery Sunday School  Michelle Smogor 
Nursery Worship   Martha Simcox 
Little Angels   Natalie Newlin  

Volunteer Schedules  
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January  1st   Bob Gates 
January 8th       Norma Boger  
January 15th   Mike Bunch  
January  22nd    Vicki Hollander  
January 29th   David Sinclair   
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February  5th    Bob Gates 
February  12th   Norma Boger  
February  19th   Mike Bunch  
February  26th   David Sinclair  



 

 

 

 

 

John & Terrye McIntire  

January 6th, 1979  

 

David & Elaine Sinclair  

January 23, 1971  

 

 

 

 

January/February 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

Caden Reed   January 5  

Matha Simcox   January 7  

Joyce Richards  January 8  

Diane Bunch   January 13  

David Wolfe    January 14  

Janet Hartson   January 16  

Wyane Ott    January 16  

Blake Newlin   January 21  

Jessica Stinger   January 23  

David Kirby    January 24  

Celina McElroy   January 28  

 

Bob Charles    February 2  

Jonathan Gates   February 3  

Jill Simcox    February 4  

Elijah Burden   February 5  

Mike Cox    February 6  

Natalie Newlin   February 8  

Michelle Smogor   February 12  

Linda Blankenship   February 17  

Jenny Reed   February 17  

Bonnie Ott    February 18  

Elaine Sinclair   February 26  

Jaxson Staab   February 27  

 
 

 

 

 

Theo & Vicki Hollanders  

February 14th, 1994  



It is hard to believe we are actually start-
ing a new year!  Where in the world did 
2017 go?  We are focusing on filling po-
sitions in the church for the next year.  
We are asking that all of you pray that 
God will use each of us in a mighty way 
to further His kingdom.  We will be meet-
ing and discussing how to make each 
Team the best it can possibly be.  Please 
contact any member of the team if you 
are interested in serving; we would love 
to hear from you.  We are hoping for a 
blessed 2018 for Smith Valley Baptist and 
asking the Holy Spirit to lead us where 
we are needed the most.  Keep the 
FAITH, pray for our pastors and their 
families, the congregation, our visitors, 
our country and leaders, all of those in 
need, and peace.   

Jerry McKinney 
Cheryl Barney 
Shelby Ward  
Vicki Elmore 



  
 
Ed Smith  

Brad Barney  

Mike Cox  

The JD tractor is fixed at a cost of $75. Thanks to 
Mike Coxôs dad working on it. 

Brad will be putting hand rails in the menôs bath-
room. 

Operation Clean Up went well. We got a lot done 
with wiener roast after.  

Jason & Emily might be gone the weekend of 
12/30.17 

Ed Smith purchased one more 39 x 64 blind for PBôs 
office 

Ed Smith attended the I-69 Corridor meeting 
11/29/17 at White River Library. Construction on 
I-69 is planned 2022-2027. No date for access 
roads but Smith Valley road is a top priority. At a 
previous meeting it was stated that when they 
widen Smith Valley road it will be 150ô wide or 
75ô from the center line. 11/29/17 Ed Smith meas-
ured from the center line to the front of our build-
ing 41.5ô. I mentioned this to the Johnson County 
Planning Director David Hittle at the meeting. He 
did say we have a problem but gave no solution. 
We need to pray about this. 

 

Our next Stewardship meeting will be Monday De-
cember 18, 2017   7:00PM 
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Missions Update: 
 
 

During November, forty- one shoeboxes 

were collected for Operation Christmas 

Child.  Boxes were then delivered to 

Southport Presbyterian Church for de-

livery in North Carolina.  November 

25th, volunteers rang the bell for the 

Salvation Army at the Kroger Store. 

After discussing a mission project with 

Natalie Newlin, Tina and I have been 

making tie blankets for foster kids.   



 

Announcements and Upcoming Events 

 

 

& 

Going forward:  
we will be locking our doors 

 10 minutes after service begins. 

Starts again  
Tuesday  
January 9th 
@ 7pm 


